CHAPTER X
HOW ORDER WAS BROUGHT OUT OF CHAOS
THE CLOSE OF the twenty years* war of National Independence
secured, as stated in the last chapter, the liberation of Shahu, and
his return to the Deccan as the recognized leader of the Marathas
with a commission to cany out the policy of his grandfather
Shivaji in organizing the union of Maharashtra. Though the war
may be said to have thus achieved the main objects for which it
was waged against the armies of the Moghul Emperor, the fierce
passions which had been aroused among the great partisan leaders,
each of whom fought for his own hand, and was little disposed to
give up his own independence, left behind a sense of confusion
and chaos out of which for some years more it was found almost
hopeless to evolve order in the country. The sentiment which had
given a common purpose to the Maratha leaders failed to animate
them to work together as soon as Aurangzeb's death and the
discomfiture of his armies removed the check on the dissociated
patriots of the War of Independence. It would seem as if the
return of Shahu was intended by the advisers of the Emperor to
serve a double purpose of creating dissension and strife among
the Marathas under the ostensible pretext of satisfying the national
sentiment. Shahu on his return was pot welcomed by many of
the partisans who had served under Rajaram, and espoused the
cause of Tarabai and her son. The Pant Sachiv and the Pant
Amatya held aloof from Shahu,, and the only distinguished leader
of the old national party who left Tarabai's cause was Dhanaji
Jadhav, who was sent to oppose Shahu, but made common cause
with him on being satisfied that his claim was just. Dhanaji
Jadhav's great rival Santaji Ghorpade had been cruelly attacked
and killed by the Mane Deshmukhs of Mhaswad, and his three
sons were struggling in the Karnatik to carry on the war against
the Moghuls on their own account Dhanaji Jadhav did not live
long after Shahu's return to power, and his son Chandrasen Jadhav
was too self-willed to be controlled by the higher considerations
which had kept his father at the head of the national armies in
the War of Independence. On the pretext of a petty quarrel in a
hunting expedition with the future Pesnwa Balaji Vishwanath, he
left his master's service, and after going over first to Kolhapur,
finally joined the Nizam of Hyderabad, and his services were thus
lost to the national cause. Among the other leaders, Khanderao
Dabhade was strengthening himself in Khandesh with a view to
further operations in Gujarat. Nemaji Shinde, who was one of